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The longer | read and study the accounts
of the first Christmas in the scriptures,

the more | have come to realize how
tame we have made it. The birth of

Right there at the end of Luke’s account
of Christmas, with the baby in her arms,
the shepherds back in the fields and the
reality of parenthood beginning to

awaken her senses, it says, ‘and Mary
pondered all these things in her heart.’
The brush of angels wings, the visitors
and their incredible stories and a child
come to save the world.....the meaning

Jesus was a God-moment of such gt christmas is always inviting itself In an effort to save money, go green and
profound impact it shook the world t0 its jhio our lives, for it comes every time we get with the 23 Century, we are making
core. What do | mean? Look at how gee God in others, every time our tamed changes in how you receive the monthly
Matthew talks of Joseph and you see acgleprations are shattered by the goodnewsletter. We will provide copies of
man struggling to understand what was neys that God has come searching for the newsletter in the church information

happening and searching for ways to
escape. He understood how people
would respond to the unorthodox ways
of God. Look at how Luke describes the
unfolding pregnancy of Mary and then
the birth and the subsequent visit of

angels and shepherds and it is about the

disorienting presence of the divine
touching human life so that human life
would be forever transformed.

Ann Weems writes these words about
Christmas:

“It means a time of year,

A cozy feeling,

A few coins in the Salvation Army
bucket.

It doesn't mean much-

And then it's gone,

Lost in tinsel.”

She puts her finger on what our efforts

have done. Try to tame God and you
end up with a holiday that leaves us

exhausted, or at best, wondering if there
is something we've missed. Let God

loose and allow God the opportunity to

shake us awake and you begin to hear
the song and touch the star and kneel
beside a shepherd quivering in fear and
know that we have the chance to catch a
glimpse of eternity in a baby’s smile.

Ah, how | pray that we can discover the
hope that God’s gift can bring to us. Itis
meant to upset our normal expectations.
It is about changing our course toward
death and turning our faces toward life.
It can bring disorientation but only so

that we can be reoriented toward God'’s
will.

us!
May you have a blessed Christmas!
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Session Meeting
November 15, 2009

In addition to the review and approval of
the Christian education curriculum and
teachers, communion dates, church
records, financials and committee
reports, the Session took the following
action at its November meeting:

- Held joint meeting with the
Diaconate as called for in the Book
of Order.

- Received a report from the
Diaconate that Dave Russell will
moderate the Diaconate in 2010.

- Approved a motion to call a
congregational meeting for
November 29, 2009, for the purpose
of receiving and approving the
report of the Associate Pastor

centers located in the Narthex and
outside the reception office. If you
would like to receive your newsletter
online or continue receiving a hard copy
in your mailbox, please contact Brenda
at 794-5311 or email her at
bthomasson@salisburypc.org. The
change will be made with the March
2010 newsletter. If we do not hear from
you, we will assume you want to receive
the newsletter online or by picking up a
copy in the office.

JANUARY
NEWSLETTER
EARLY DEADLINE
ON DECEMBER 10
DUE TO
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Nominating Committee.

- Received a comprehensive building
report from Buildings & Grounds
Committee and approved the
creation of a building committee
and a finance committee to explore
future building needs and financial
requirements.

- Examined the new church officers
and approved their ordination and
installation for January 17, 2010.

Jeff Barnes

Christian Education ...........cccoccvveviieeennnenn. 2
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Sunday Volunteers .........cccccevviivieeeeennnnns 8

Clerk of Session
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Tammy Tipton-Nay, Director of CE-794-5311 ext. 125 /

+

9:00 AM Monday, Wednesday and
Friday in the office.

Come and be a part of the prayer group
that is praying for this church, its
members, the community and the
world. We will share a scripture
reading, prayer concerns, light a candle
and pray.

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good, for his steadfast love endures

/0 + 1123

Wednesdays, December 2,9 & 16

Arrive at 5:45 PM in F&E Hall
Sign-up: Let us know the number of
family members that will be attending by
signing up by email
tfisher@salisburypc.org, calling, 794-
5311 or the sign-up form located in the
Information Center. Following the Pot
luck dinner there will be a program for
the entire family. On December 2, we
will be making Advent wreaths as a
family. We were only able to order 40
wreath kits, the first 40 families to pay
$5.00 and sign-up in the office or
envelopes provided in the Information
Center in the narthex will reserve their

wreaths; we will also be making other ' 0 03< 4
Christmas crafts on Dec. 2. On Dec. 9, " 314
Christmas Carols and Dec. 16, + 43 1!

Traditions. Child care will be provided.  g5ye the date for your elementary aged

children August 9-13. Camp Hanover
Traveling Day camp will be held at
SPC. There will be more information

You can be a part of telling the

Christmas story: We invite all children

and youth to come dressed as your
favorite Nativity character to assist us in
telling the story of the birth of the Christ

child. Characters to consider are: stable
animals, spider, dove, hay, Wise men,
shepherds, Inn Keeper or his wife, Mid-

wife, star, or gifts.

Who will you be?

If you are home on Christmas preak
from college, please come join us as we
will be hosting a party for the
Beaumont Correctional Facility. We
will meet at the church at 12:30 PM to
travel to the center.
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We have seventeen committed eighth 614 .:% %%

graders that have been actively involved ) )

in Bible study, fellowship, and service. OUr VBS co-directors are Jennifer
Please continue to be in prayer for them, Baker and Tracy Mauck. Please call
their families and their dedicated leaders. Jennifer Baker if you have questions, or

would like to volunteer at 464-1776.

Liz Ann Parnell, Chair of CE—379-3602
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Fun, Games, Fellowship, and Foaall
children will need to be picked up at
6PM. This is a change for this month
only. Please bring $4.00 for dinner. We
invite you to attend the Angel lllumination
as a family at 6PM.

6147"8
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We will explore, “Keeping Christmas

all year long”. We will be traveling to
the country for a half-day interactive
retreat. Please see Tammy or email at
ttipton-nay@salisburypc.ordf you are
interested in attending. More information
will be forthcoming.

614 #}))
Come be empowered to Claim the Name
God has given us, daughters of God,
rejuvenating our Spiritual life,
revitalizing our sense of self,
reconnecting our gifts to God’s work in
the world! This will be a beautiful place
to explore God’s grace and many gifts!
Please see Tammy for more information.
A wine and cheese party is being planned
in January for more information about
this exciting opportunity.



THE YOU

Barbara Flynt, Director of Youth Ministies—794-5311 7
ext. 4

+
The youth will be setting up the angels

on the front lawn on Saturday, December

5, beginning at 8:00 AM. Make sure you
wear old clothing as you will get dirty

and might get a little paint splashed on

you. We will also be helping to decorate

the sanctuary and the Chrismon tree. We

should be finished by 12:30 PM.

Remember, the more you work, the more

participation points you receive for Tour.
@vvv,vVv'<vvvvvav@

Again this year, the youth
will be helping deliver the

Angel Tree gifts that have been collected
in the narthex.
coordinates this wonderful outreach
program and asks the youth to help by
actually going to the houses and
delivering the gifts to the children.

Imagine the faces when one receives a are available through the church office.

gift. We will be meeting in the narthex
at 9:00 AM on Saturday, December 12,
and going with our parent drivers.
Again, participation points for Tour will
be given to those who help out.

vy vv
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The time has come for those in grades 6,

7 and 8 to register for the Middle School

conference in Massanetta. This is a great

time for those middle schoolers to get
away for 4 days and 3 nights and learn
more about God and their relationship
with God and with one another. Last
year we had 12 youth attend and | would
love to take even more this year. We
will be going to Week 3, July 8-11, 2010.
| need to know who would like to attend
no later than December 6, with a $100
deposit so that | may get the registration
information to you. Unlike Montreat, all
registration forms must be completely
filled out and sent in together. See Babs
for more details.

Each year, Sue Casey,

AVAILABLE THE PREVIOUS
SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY
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TH CORNER

Many thanks to all who brought their

left over Halloween candy to theFri., Dec. 4 8:00PM Middle School dance

church. So far, | have been able t®at., Dec. 5 8:00AM — 12:30PM Angel

distribute candy for CARITAS Bingo set up and church decoration

prizes, Christmas care packages fobun., Dec. 6 5:00PM All youth report to

soldiers through Blue Star mothers and the sanctuary for Angel

to the Salvation Army for children’s lllumination practice

Christmas stockings. 6:00PM Angel lllumination service

6:30PM Refreshments in the narthex
@ v v ® Sat., Dec.12 9:00 — 12:00PM Deliver
Angel Tree gifts

' Sun., Dec.13 4:30PM Quick Christmas

carol rehearsal in the F&E

4:50PM Snack supper in the

F&E for all youth

Attention parents and youth: For some

reason, many are forgetting the rules 515PM L for Sinai

about selling tickets to the dances L eave for singing

. . . Christmas Grams

which are held the first Friday of every

month. Tickets go on sale the Weel;I'HERE WILL BE NO YOUTH MEETINGS ON
ECEMBER 20, DECMBER 27 OR JANUARY 3.

before the dance on Sunday an

Wotnesday niohte ONLY. The shurepHE  NEXT YOUTH NIGHT WILL BE
ednesday nights - Ihe chureh;A\NUARY 10, 2010 WITH THE REGULAR

office has been fielding way too manyyqytH SCHEDULE.
phone calls about when parents can

come purchase tickets and way too é
many parents just assume that tickets

e -
PLEASE, communicate to all those you ) 7

know, both middle schoolers and their The youth will once again be

parents, that tickets are ONLY gisplaying a Christmas tree in the F&E Hall
and are asking for decorations of
WARMAMENTS. What is a warmament
you ask? Hats, scarves, gloves, mittens,
socks...anything to help keep one warm
during the cold, winter months. The
“decorations” will be delivered to the Good
Samaritan Inn on December 23, just in time
for Christmas. Many thanks in advance for
your participation in helping keep fellow
Richmonders warm this season.

NIGHTS FROM 6:00PM TO 7:30PM.
NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD

Middle School Dance
Friday, December 4
8:00 P.M. -10:30 P.M.
GYM
Tickets go on sale
Sunday, November 29
At 6:00 PM (youth group only)
At 6:30 PM in GYM.

6:30—7:30 PM in the gym
Open to the public.

Wednesday, December 2
6:00-7:30 PM '
in the gym.

Tickets cost $5.00 each. You must
have a ticket to attend. _No tickets
are sold at the door or from the
church office.
Proper school dress attire
is required!

We will be hosting a party for the Home
Again Shelter. Please meet at the church at
12:30 PM and we will return around 3:00
PM.
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Dr. Mark Patterson, Director of Music, 794-5311t. &x

The music department is bustling with activity tBiecember! Please take note of all
of the special events below and enjoy this sea$onusic at Salisbury.

Sunday, December 6
Children’s Choirs will sing at 11:00 AM worship
and Salisbury Ringers will ring at both worshipvsegs.
6:00 PM  Angel illumination service in the saranty led by our Youth Choir.

Sunday, December 13

Youth choirs will sing at both worship services. ' 3/4
Singing Christmas Grams delivered that evening. /1 (
Monday, December 14 Vr:/ednesdav, December ﬁ:BO:OO”AM in .
11:00 AM Jubilation Holiday Celebration in oangtuary. the Sanctuar_y - Youth, Co €ge an
Chancel Choir Rehearsal for Christmas
Eve.

Sunday, December 20
Sing the Songs of Bethlehearlessons and carols service, presented by Chance

Choir and Chamber Orchestra at both worship sesvice YOUTH & CHILDREN'S CHOIRS:

No Rehearsals on Dec. 20, 27 & Jan 3.

Regular rehearsals resume Sunday,
Thursday, December 24 January 10, 2010.

4:00 PM Family service, music by all of otiildren’s choirs.
6:00 & 11:00PM Enjoy beautiful Christmas musiefpemed by two harpists

and singing from our Youth and Chancel i&ho CHANCEL = CHOIR: ~ No  evening

rehearsals on Dec. 23 or 30. Regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals resume
Wed. January 6.

And, Coming in January, 2010

Tuesday, January 12, 7:30 p.m. We will host
the Wesleyan Singers from Virginia
Wesleyan College for the inaugural concert
of our 2010

This highly acclaimed group of 11 singers,
directed by Dr. David Clayton, will be
performing a variety of repertoire, including
familiar hymns and sacred & secular choral
works. A free-will offering will be taken
during the concert to benefit Habitat for
Humanity.
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GET IN VOLVEID!

June McPherson, Member Development, 379-2279 7 Eddie Beale, Chair of Fellowship, 794-1699
7 8 New members will be received at the 7'+

All ladies are welcome to come and find 11:00 AM service on December 13. If S

their place in one of our groups. you are interested in joining or would FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST %\\§

like additional information, please
Afternoon Circle will meet on Monday,  contact the Church office at 794-5311
December 14, at 1:00 PM at the home of or June Mcpherson, chair of the
Lou Stacy, 2530 Federal Hill Farms Rd. Membership Deve|0pment Committee,
We will Carp00| from the HayS home at at iune_mcpherson@qma”_com
12:30PM. The lesson on Joshua will be
taught by Cynthia Modlin. Please
contact Barbara Hays at 794-5352 for 72 41 2

further information. Although there was rain threatening, 15 oo per family. The sign-up sheet is

Evening Circle meets on Tuesday, Wedota break in the weather and about |, e in the Information Center of the

December 8, at 8:00 PM. Please contact 30 hearty souls showed up to complete |- ey
Joan Ashton at 423-7237 for more the tasks that needed to be done. The ™

information. phrase “many hands make light work” CHILI COOK OFF

_ _ surely applied as it took only about two Come one. come all to the SPC annual
Fellowship Circle meets on hours for this energetic crew to chili cook off January 23, 2010. Bring

Wednesday, December 9, at 9:45 AM in accomplish all the tasks that had been 7

F&E, Room 206. We will be studying plannez. %/our best pott ?f”chlhhz_;mdcbe preptareg
Lesson 4: Trusting That God Will The projects completed included tg;tsgmgogrL? Oef O}A;]Se Ipbe;)tmir(])illli air;]
Provide a study on Ruth. Our study rounding off all the shrubs on the Midlothian. Name that tune will be

leader is Sandy Mattes and devotional grounds, dressing up the memorial back a aiﬁ this vear by pooular demand
given by Julie Paulette. The hostesses garden for the winter season, giving a Chicke% sou Wi}h be y pop ’
are Bev Titus and Linda O'Mara. For spray cleaning to all the windows in the oo for thg kids. $2.00
more information, contact Anne Bagby sanctuary and the rest of the church, per person. Chili p;ovic.ier

The Fellowship Breakfast

will be on December 13 As usual, we
will be serving some tasty breakfast
treats such as sausage and biscuits,
French toast, pancakes, scrambled eggs,
bacon and everyone's favorite --
cinnamon rolls. All that and more for
the low, low price of $4.00 per person or

at  379-6731. adding special playground mulch o 0 free
around the swing set and playground
\% equipment, cleaning out the old paint
e cans in the paint closet in the activities

9 N building and being sure the rgrr!ainder EAMILY EUN NIGHTS
were labeled, cleaning and painting the COMING THIS WINTER
" L>2($) + exterior doors to the activities building, Fellowship committee will
Come join us for fun and fellowship as cleaning the exterior doors around the be hosting Family Fun
we play. We have all levels of ability. rest of the church from the accumulated Nights starting January
Please look in your Sunday bulletin for glue from attaching signs to the doors We will play games wétch movies. and
the location to be announced! with masklng. and scotch tape,_(see note just spend some good old fashion family
below) cleaning out and washing down {0 “toqether. More details to come.

thhrefrig%rator t_and freezler_ in thf Those interested feel free to contact
+ lichén and painting several sign postS e q4je Beale aBigE3615@aol.com
/4 1" 5 that had bare wood showing. Touching

‘ up paint in the pre-school office and
~0) 3= ) adding seating boards around the pre-
You WOS tb w:;nt tob'lm'lss C?h _COUCGE school sandbox were completed by
presented by the Jubilation Choir in the gther members before and after {
: : . PILATES SCHEDULE {
sanctuary. We WI|! share Iun(;h in F&E workday. Whew!! That was quite a Tuesday at 1:30 PM and <
Hall.  Please bring sandwiches and |jst. Fridayz;{clO'B.‘OAM i F&E “__

desserts. Note to all members regarding : : -
; ; . . : Hall. Now is the time to try Pilates.
Marcia Davis, 740-3202  putting sign notices on the doors. This is a relaxing way to strengthen your

Pleasedo_not use any more tape or o0 myscles, increase your flexibility,

8 glufh F(’jlease use mag_netf or buy a few, yeathe, and boost your immune system!
so the doors can remain clean. Bring your own mat.

* There was good coffee, donuts and We will not be holding classes on

. . ; rolls, so there was some time for .
The men are invited to join the Leisure ¢oycchin too with all the work that Friday, Dec. 25 or Jan. 1. If you have
Group on December 14 to hear the any questions, please call Tammy

o . was being done. Thanks to all who
. Tipton-N t 794-5311 ext. 125.
concert by Jubilation Qhow and then for came and helped. We all accomplished Ipton-Nay a ex
lunch. (see above) Bring sandwiches or

q h ith th a lot and had fun too. We look forward
esserts to share with the group. to another large crowd for the spring
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Congregational Care Corner

Delora Stites, Chair of Cong. Care—794-6747

gdstites@verizon.net " +3 33 I
A part of my responsibilities here at the

“| don't know what your destiny will be, church, as well as the Congregational
but one thing | do know: the only onesCare Committee, is to visit people in . .
among you who will be really happy arethe Nursing homes, assisted living Congratulations go to Sarah Marie
those who have sought and found how téacilities and those confined at Marshall and Robert Paul Taggart on
serve.” Albert Schweitzer home. Often times there are members their wedding on November 14.

of families who live away from here
We have some really happy folks on the who find it necessary to come to
Congregational Care Committee. Richmond in order to be closer to

What a wonderful committee! It has beeri@milies and medical facilities. It the sympathy of the congregation is
a most rewarding experience to serve 3‘@0““ be very helpful if one of your = gyiended to Sue Barrie and her family

the committee chair this year, and | look@Mily members comes to Richmond 5o, the death of her mother, Rachel
forward to remaining active as chair of Thd©r Such care, please let the church yiepmyliin, of Bluefield, WV on October
Funeral Guild (a sub-committee of°ffic€, the congregational care 59

Congregational Care) next year. Comm‘“ee or me knoyv_sq we can ; ;
greg ) y easily add them to our visitation lists as The sympathy of the congregation is

It is exciting to know that not a beat will bewe are at these facilities several times a extended to Buck Woody and his family
missed as Ann Watson takes over the chaiionth. upon the death of his uncle, James Otis
position for 2010. As Ann has given of her. McCormick, of Amherst, VA on
time to the committee over the past two hank you for your support. November 17.
years, it is very obvious she has a reaill Leonard
passion for serving others. Mr. Schweitzer
would see her as a really happy person.
Jennifer Baker will serve as the co-chair, T e TaTaTs
and we welcome Joyce Wroniewicz as th®ear SPC Family,
newly-elected deacon to serve on our | would like to express to all just Bill and Sue Akin
committee. | cannot write this final what it means to be a part of such a 11306 Briarmont Road, Apt. 102
newsletter entry without extending a hugearing extended family as we have at Richmond, VA 23235
thank you to these three, the otheBalisbury. | feel | am so richly blessed
dedicated members of the Congregationand cannot think of a better word than - ,
Care Committee, and the many who hav&Thanks and more thanks” for each and 472 Bel Bridge Circle
volunteered to help in various ways.every caring act which has been Midlothian, VA 23113-6493
THANKS, to each and every one of you! bestowed to me during this ordeal with jp and Laura Lafors

the car accident, memory loss with low 14009 Lexington Drive

Jim and Ruth Earwood

Loaves & Fishes sodium which supply the electrolytes, parker, Co 80134-3756
November: Meredith Handakas the nutrients to the brain.
356-4948 | had never heard of such a thing a
December: Delora Stites drinking too much water. In fact, |
794-6747 thought even a half gallon was just thg

minimum. | have always been told to

Sharing Sunshine drink plenty of fluids during periods of

November: 5’28“522" high exercise. Of course each

December: Dal-e Dewenter individual is different in_ the amount .of

: energy they exert in their daily
897-0809

hnson workout. _

AngezJoz I do not think | was near death, bu

379-241 my family saw the need to take action

Prayer Chain My, what would | have done if they

Martha Gibby 794-8171 had not taken action to help me?

monchiecal@aol.com | understand that | have come a long WISHINGYUUAVERY;
way but it is a slow process of \WRRYCHBISIMAS

“I am only one, but still | am one. | cannotrecovering from lack of sodium. The
do everything, but still | can do somethingmedications are helping.

| will not refuse to do the something | can My love,
do.” Helen Keller Ruth Good




NEWS FROM

Denise Tarkington, Outreach

)):

Too often we under-estimate the
power of a touch, a smile, a kind
word, a listening ear, an honest
compliment, or the smallest act of
caring, all of which have the
potential to turn a life around.

-- Dr. Felice Leonardo Buscaglia

During the week of November 7
through the 14, SPC's F&E Hall
served as shelter to 36 homeless
women. From the expert planning and
organization of our team leads to the
unlimited generosity of our helping
hand volunteers, the entire CARITAS
team freely gave of their talents and
over 1000 hours of their time to make
our guests feel welcome, safe, and
most importantly loved.

On behalf of the Outreach Committee,
Bill Everett and | would like to extend

a heartfelt thank you to everyone that
gave so enthusiastically during
CARITAS 2009. Together we worked

to Learn about Christ, Live as Christ
and Serve like Christ through our
efforts to share our blessings and
fellowship with these women in their

time of need.

Leslie Pridgen
Co-Chair CARITAS 2009
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Angel Tree will be in the narthex from

November 22, to December 6. Angel

Tree is a national program of Christmas 9

gift giving to children in our neighboring

communities who have a parent in Donors must deliver checks on or by
December 31, 2009, to claim a

opportunity to select an angel from the charitable contribution deduction for
tree and purchase a requested gift for the2009.  Checks that are placed in the
child on the angel. We are sponsoring church offering during the first worship
50 children and each child will receive 2 service in 2010_will_notqualify for a
gifts (there will be 100 angels on the charitable contribution deduction in
tree)_ It is Suggested that the g|ft you 2009, even if the check is pr.edated. to
purchase be in the $20,00 range. All 2009 or was actually written in
gifts should be wrapped and returned to 2009. However, checks that are written,
the narthex no later thaﬂ'uesday, mailed and postmarked in 2009 will be
December 8. Our middle school youth deductible in 2009 though they are not
and parents will personally deliver the received by the church until 2010.

gifts to the children on Saturday,

December 12. Please call Sue Casey at

794-7115 with any questions.

Acknowledging His grace through Giving
Two Months of Financial Results
October 31, 2009
Details of Revenues from Gifts

Actual Budget Over/(Under)

Pledged Revenue $ 460,945 $ 628,180 $(167,235)
Current Year Prepaid Revenue $ 116,340 $ — 16,340
Prepaid 2009 Pledge $ 58,242 $ 52,980 $,2625
Non-pledged Revenue $ 60,930 $ 70,000 $07(9,
Church Revenue $ 24,115 $ 25,950 $ (1,835)

Total Income $ 720,572 $ 777,110 $ (56,538)

Total Expenses $ 831,202 $917,110 $ (85,908)

Additional details are available in the Narthex.e®tions? Please contact:
Bob Stallworth (794-7420) — Finance Committee
Thank you!




Salisbury Presbyterian Church
13621 Salisbury Road
Midlothian, VA 23113

(804) 794-5311; Fax (804) 794-4476
E-Mail: info@salisburypc.org
Web Site: salisburypc.org
Preschool: (804) 794-5311 x 114
F&E Hall: (804) 794-2354

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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